12/27/75 


Mr. Dave Karston, L.A. to 
Senator Rchard Schasiker 
Moos 247 

Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington., B.C. 

Dear Dave, 


ax; aee&s like such mors than 10 weeks since we met ar«i spent a morning talking-?. 
It was tl» beginning ox a new kind of life for s» so 1 remember' it well. I don't yet* 
know now Ion*? th® Limitations will continue • I can ~<ove around sore easily, w&lksr 
but great di stance s • I*s» getting fat Iros iscs of physical activity. But I can and 
do still worst about 14 hours a day. fbia asseunts to g wscatioa for sas. 


Generally I spend about two hours before daylight just lying awake in bed and 
thinking. If I can’t sleep I get a little rest this way. X think part of what denies me 
sleep, even with the prescribed pills, is concern* over the consequences of all the 
predictable aad in sea® cases predicted mistakes. 


Yesterday I auddssly became quits tired. So I sat and read an accumulation of 
clippings seats ma by various people from around the country. Just before going to bed 
I came to a batch about what you are about. It took sac back to cur meeting with t ie 
senator and what I then said. A t took as hack in other ways, too. I intend no insult 
by^ this but as I told the Senator and as I’d esid months earlier in an liYU speech, we 
ail owe the “sabers Gander. Jin ieear phoned as right after I read the long Village Voice 


*1 


piece. "What a senea of d©ja-vu," I told him. His response was one word: "Garrison. 

j- til. aii j-C’u si** r© — ante r .nst * bold the 2tsn.at.or M oaiy re&ssahhl© prospect 
success was to smash the oiticisl cipiaciitian beyond repair with tns aost basic of 
evidence, khich * ozicred; that u n less ne aid this he’d as spin n ing Ms wheels: gorf that 
without this he’d not ■^5 ^ the support of other Hessbsrs or the major media. 


If there has been any significant support it has not bean in 


c# papers I’ve seen. 


Hy advice was to prove with fact that t^re had been a conspiracy fe-afors tradnsing 
t r ”” *1® iaprobaoic if not the impossible* who the conspirators were »Iict 

i oOmSVw the initial purpose should be to prove- there had been a conspiracy. But I 
know enough of what the Senator had in mad to put it this way. Well, as of anything I’ve 
*4:<tn nobody who counts has been persuaded either that the Warrsn Report was wrons" or 
»na. .here was a conspiracy, i can only nope that ^hat none of you has been c no tea as 
spring holds other than has appeared. 


Her© an© a *cs osurplcs. Ths fcsv York Xi*j©s: "So on© is no.* suggesting that these 
new inquiries wile change the conrission ’ s conclusion that Lee Ssrwey Oswald alone killed 
President Kennedy and a Dallas -police officer... if a new look at tbs cescsiasion's findings 
would not be conclusive why should it be attempted?..." 0*-, the other extreme the S®» fork 
Daily Sews headline a long article that there isn't "any real evidence to 'support" belief 
in a conspiracy. I haven’t seen Senator Hart quoted ones ana nimim is on the subcommittee. 


; Jn trie individual conspiracy theories ^ali of which steE* fro® mj writing all of 
which I predicted could not be successful beginning points, the Senator, from the attribu- 
tion to i©xa.s sources, appears to have forgotten that I told his of kilieer* s death several 
years earlier and that he weuli not be available as s witness, {hot that he’d have confessed.) 
va^the Castro theory there is what saicssi it as close as. anything can be to impossible, 
i ciid much worn on tMs and as i believe x told you and the Senator had it not been for 
the uoctrine© ox the work that followed sine it wnMd Imve been part of my second book, 
one I’ll yet complete. I regret you seem to be pursuing what so many years ago I fait 1 
had to oppose and struggle against. 



I ’a sorry I wasn’t sore persuasive. I hope the little time you have left does 
produce at least enough to overcome the obstacles of which I’s well enough, aware. And. 
i 2 ? soiTj ior ziie rois in. ichich as unnecessary failure say cast the Senator for some years. 

There has never bees any doubt in ay s&ad about his sincerity or intentions. There 
—sn now. i/can zhiurz oi no tiling rant could scan sore to os that osing proven wrong. And 
1 08n,t twsplain about his 4udgsfcau+ ahsn I loch back on -enough of ay own judgemental 
errors. I*a just sorry that hs ciida t profit iron Eias. 

sorry also that both the oossi,ttee and the eubootvsittee swung at all the 
outside 1. u.nca inat sscsse clear enough whsn tne ;ro-o-"of u 1 1 o r (Joasi'jsion was unpointed 
and. of all who could have ran it B&vi-i Selin, was elected. The cwasdttee will at best 
xsXfc i»v,r short of sseetisgs it xftdd^tW on iosestio iTitelli^noe. Sow it ho a added the 
King assassins tion to its* diversions with no understanding of fee inhibition it has 
imposed oa itself. The staff on this can’t be serious. Any other eoeiEsent would be uor q 
severe, so- I won* t asks soy# 

All of this is why I had to reconsider what role I sight be able to serve sad 
recast it about late 196? into that of the am. who would have to content hiaself with, 
trying to stake as full a record as possible. 1 did not then relish the decision anti I 
ao new wisn it ecula ba otherwise. To the degree I can with, ay present limitations I 

it. including By laying the foundations for acre i'OXa suits and several isid er 
whs Privacy Act. Only one has any chance of coning to a hearing before your coesaittee’s 
life expires and it ia not re la tea to the work of your subccsasit tee • tie had to give, 
ih-'.- dovuiiaiii in’s a month* a extension in replying to the spectro/u aA suit in the court 
ox ^ appeals. In return if agreed not to oppose our motion to expedite oral argsusaeats. 

■cut i don* i think the hearing will he before you report. 

If there is anything I cm do to help I renein willing. I don’t think I can 
on *hs coarse you have taken* Woe re a could offer wasp you do not have the result 
would sti*I ca icccSTLClusivsnsss and 12 years of that se-aa plenty. However, not knowing 
what you say have developed 1 can t bo sura. If I can 


sstvb .2 usafu.i vtirsose I will* 


Tbs tine will ecus saua your work is ovor. 


mere say oe sues that you do not 
hiiv^ to keep secret. Will it be possible to have access to what does not have to be 
secret? It is quite possible soew* of this could be helpful to sse t might fit with work 
a have done, .sight scan to what it say not have to others. 

If either the comaittad or the subcos.it tee prints bearings of course I would 
appreciate the®. 


If I don’t now see it as probable I still wish you the best of luck, 
successes. And ® good year to you both. 


the 


ft. 


Sincerely, 


Harold s’eisherg 


bcc: The village Voice article still has him using ay published work as the results 
of his own investigation. 



